IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please CANCEL claim 2 without prejudice to or disclaimer of their subject 
matter. Please AMEND claim 1, as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A sheet feed device comprising a door for 
supporting one of the rollers of a feed roller pair for feeding a sheet, mounted on an a o ne e nd 
side of the apparatus main body so as to be opened or closed such that the one roller is pressured 
against the other roller of the feed roller pair provided in the apparatus main body at the time the 
door is closed, comprising: 

an outer door supported rotatably by a rotation axis provided on one side of the 
feed roller pair and a back on the one end side of the apparatus main body; 

an inner door for supporting one of the rollers of the feed roller pair, supported 
rotatably with respect to the outer door; 

wherein the one roller of the feed roller pair is separated from the other roller 
bv substantial parallel movement until at tlic bcgimiing o f opening the outer door is opened at a 
prescribed angle, and thereafte r after the outer door is opened at the prescribed angle the inner 
door is rotated while maintaining a constant angle with respect to the outer door in connection 
with the rotation of the outer door. 

2. (Cancelled) 
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3. (Original) The sheet fed device according to claim 1, wherein a lock 
mechanism for holding the outer door and inner door by a certain angle or releasing the hold of 
the outer door and inner door. 

4. (Original) The sheet feed device according to claim 1, wherein the 
constant angle formed by the outer door and the inner door while the rotation of the outer door is 
same as or larger than the angle formed between the straight line passing through the rotation 
axis center of the outer door and the rotation axis center of the inner door and the straight line 
from the rotation axis center of the outer door perpendicular to the outer door. 

5. (Original) The sheet feed device according to claim 1, wherein the feed 
roller pair is a transfer inner roller and a transfer outer roller of a secondary transfer part for 
transferring toner images transferred and superimposed successively on an intermediate transfer 
member collectively onto a sheet. 

6. (Original) The sheet feed device according to claim 1 , wherein the feed 
roller pair is an image bearing member and a transfer roller for transferring toner images formed 
on the image bearing member. 

7. (Original) The sheet feed device according to claim 1, wherein the feed 
roller pair is a roller pair to be rotated and driven by engaging gears provided on each roller end 
part and transmitting the driving force to the gears. 
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8. (Original) The sheet feed device according to claim 1, wherein the gap 
between the outer door and the inner door provides a feeding path for guiding a sheet. 



9. (Original) The sheet feed device according to claim 1, wherein the inner 
door comprises a first feed part for feeding a sheet with respect to the apparatus main body, and a 
second feed part for feeding a sheet with respect to the outer door. 

10. (Original) The sheet feed device according to claim 9, wherein the first 
feed part is positioned by a positioning part on the apparatus main body side, and the second feed 
part is positioned by a positioning part of the outer door. 

1 1 . (Original) An image forming apparatus for forming an image on a 
sheet, comprising the sheet feed device according to any of claims 1 and 3 to 10, and image 
forming portion for forming an image on the sheet fed by said sheet feeding device. 
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